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THE FIRST EDITION OF this book, titled "Manual on Asbestos Control-Removal, Management and the Visual
Inspection Process" was published in November 1995 and as the title indicates, the emphasis was on the use of ASTM Standard Practice for Visual Inspection of Asbestos Abatement Projects (E 1368). The book reflected asbestos regulations then in effect and current practices and problems in the asbestos control industry. It contained examples and illustrations from my own then-recent experiences.
That was then and this is now. While the first edition of the Manual was in preparation the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) revised the Model Accreditation Plan [1] and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) issued completely new asbestos regulations for the construction industry and for general industry [2] . EPA revised the Asbestos Worker Protection Rule [3] that brings government agency employees in certain states under the OSHA asbestos regulations. However, the EPA AHERA regulations have not been updated since they were published in 1987 [4] , nor has the NESHAP been revised since 1990 [5] . Since that time, various states have issued or revised their own asbestos regulations. Although these efforts are too numerous to document, they are extremely important nonetheless. Over 30 countries throughout the world have existing or pending bans on the use of asbestos [6] ; unfortunately, no such a ban exists yet in the United States.
The preface to the first edition noted that the asbestos control industry of the early 1990s had "matured" in the sense that techniques had become fairly standardized, a regulatory framework was in place and the revolving door of contractors, consultants, training providers and laboratories had slowed down. That remains the situation ten years later. Building owners are, for the most part, knowledgeable about asbestos control, they know their budgetary limitations, and they have established relationships with the suppliers of services on whom they depend to do the work. The technology of asbestos control has stabilized as well. Air and bulk sample analysis by Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM) is now routine and affordable, as is dust sampling and analysis. But asbestos-containing material (ACM) is still removed the same way it has been for over 20 years in a labor-intensive process with strict controls on fiber release and contamination.
ASTM International has remained active in the development of standards for the asbestos control field. Task Group E06.24.03 on Asbestos Management remains responsible for ASTM E 1368, which has been revised seven times since its original publication in 1990. ASTM Standard Practice for Comprehensive Building Asbestos Surveys (E 2356) and ASTM Standard Practice for Maintenance, Renovation and
